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Southwest Florida Archaeological Society (SWFAS) 
              March 2018 Newsletter 

 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER by John Furey, M.A., RPA 
This month I have included three articles of great interest that combine a number of themes 
along our Gulf Coast and that tie into the March presentation by Dr. Paul Backhouse. First, the 
article History and Culture of Egmont Key provides brief overview of the history of the island and 
only slightly mentions its role in the removal of captured Seminoles from Florida to the 
Oklahoma Territory. Egmont Key was a prison where the captured Seminoles were held for 
transit to New Orleans and then onward to the West. Today it is visited by day tripping 
beachgoers and is a National Wildlife Refuge Area and is on the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

 

The second article written by Dr. Backhouse deals with climate change, rising sea levels, archaeology, the erosion that 
threatens Egmont Key and the cultural heritage of the Seminoles; Egmont Key represents a dark part of their history and 
heritage. How to salvage that history is the role of the Historic Preservation Office of the Seminole Tribe of Florida and 
balancing all of the competing demands that this represents. This is a mixture of issues from the perspective of the 
Seminoles and how they came to a consensus. 
 

The third article deals with a unique discovery off the coast of Manasota Key. An underwater site 300 yards off the 
current shoreline that was buried in the peat of a freshwater pond when sea level was much lower. The peat has 
protected and preserved the human and cultural remains and is dated at 7,214 years old. Heather Walsh-Haney is a 
forensics anthropology professor at FGCU and is one of the team of scientists analyzing the site. She will be our guest 
speaker at our April 18th presentation at the Collier County Museum in Naples, Florida. 
 

SHADOWS AND REFLECTIONS: FLORIDA’S LOST PEOPLE 
If you visit the FAS website (https://fas.org/publications/) they have posted an older 28-minute documentary that you 
may find interesting. “Before Spanish explorers arrived 500 years ago, Florida was home to a variety of sophisticated and 
colorful native societies, including diverse groups such as the Calusa, Apalachee, Timucua and Tequesta. In this film, 
artist Ted Morris follows his quest to recreate on canvas the lives and spirits of these vanished people. Archaeological 
evidence from the land and from below the clear waters combines with facial reconstructions and early historical 
accounts to paint a fascinating picture of people in tune with the subtropical environment.” 
 

CITY OF ST. AUGUSTINE NEWS: CARL HALBIRT, CITY ARCHAEOLOGIST HONORED 
On February 12 a reception and awards ceremony was held in the Alcazar Room, St. Augustine City Hall to recognize Carl 
Halbirt and receive him into the Order Of La Florida. Carl has been the City Archaeologist for many years and this award 
recognizes his accomplishments and the appreciation of the city. The Order of La Florida was created 43 years ago to 
recognize a person “who over a lengthy period has unselfishly devoted his or her time and talent to the welfare and 
betterment of St. Augustine’s citizens and heritage, who has exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship, and has 
contributed extraordinary services to the community”. Over 43 years this award has only been presented to 19 others. 
Congratulations Carl. 
 

SWFAS DUES 
Please remit your 2018 dues to the Treasurer with the attached form. Dues run from January to December each year. 
Thank you if you have already sent yours in. 
 

SWFAS ONLINE  http://swflarchaeology.org/ 
Our SWFAS website is up and running and I ask that you check it out! It becomes the repository of all of our newsletters 
and is a history of the organization. Your feedback is important and please let us know what you like and what you 
recommend we change. Send comments to me at jffurey@charter.net. Thank you. 
  

https://fas.org/publications/
http://swflarchaeology.org/
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JAMES ‘JIM’ OSWALD PRESENTED THE GOLDEN TROWEL AWARD 
 
At the March 21st SWFAS meeting at the IMAG in Ft, Myers, Florida, Jim Oswald 
was presented the SWFAS Presidential “Golden Trowel” Award for 2018. Jim 
joined SWFAS in 2001 and has been involved in many excavations over the years. 
He has held several positions on the Board of Trustees and has been the SWFAS 
Vice President the last two years. Jim is a SCUBA diver and enjoyed cave diving 
here in Florida. He commented, “I’ve had so much fun with this organization over 
the years”. Congratulations, Jim, on an award well deserved. 
 
 

 
DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY AT FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY (FSU) RECEIVES AWARD 

 
The Anthropology Department at FSU received the Presidential Recognition Award 
from the Register of Professional Archaeologists. FSU’s Anthropology Department 
requires Register certification for archaeology faculty and it is a formal part of the 
Department’s hiring criteria. Additionally, the Department was the first to have a 
Register-certified field school. The Department also has an on-going effort in place 
to have graduate students ready for registration at graduation. Congratulations. 
 
 

 

FLORIDA ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY 70th ANNUAL MEETING 
The 70th Annual FAS Meeting is scheduled for May 11-13 in St. Petersburg and is hosted by AWIARE (Alliance for 
Weeden Island Archaeological Research and Education) and USFSP (University of South Florida St. Petersburg). On 
Friday, May 11 there is a Welcome Reception at the 3 Daughters Brewery with an Awards Ceremony and on Saturday, 
May 12 the presentation of papers during the day and an evening banquet. On Sunday, May 13 there are a number of 
trips to local archaeological sites. To register please go to the FAS Website at https://fas.org/. Further information is 
available in the FAS Newsletter. Reserve your room early. Space on many of the excursions is limited. See you there. If 
you are not a FAS member, the application form to join is at the end of this Newsletter. 
 
MARCH 21, 2018 PRESENTATION: ARCHAEOLOGY MONTH - MADE FROM THE SANDS OF FLORIDA: EGMONT KEY, 
CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA, by DR. PAUL BACKHOUSE  

Dr. Paul Backhouse, Ph. D, RPA, was our guest speaker at the March 
SWFAS meeting at the IMAG in Ft. Myers, Florida and explained the 
interesting history of Egmont Key and the Seminoles. Dr. Backhouse is the 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer for the Seminole Tribe of Florida and 
responsible for working with the US government to preserve the history of 
the Seminole Tribe.  I will not go into many details of the story of Egmont 
Key since the Society for American Archaeology has graciously allowed us 
to reproduce Dr. Backhouse’s article as a part of our SWFAS March 
Newsletter, however, one notices immediately the passion that Dr. 
Backhouse has for his subject and, through him, the reverence that the 

Seminoles have for the land and preserving their history.  
 
Dr. Backhouse is a long time SWFAS member and hosted our December 2017 trip to the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum in 
Clewiston, Florida at the Big Cypress Reservation. We highly recommend that you visit this unique museum as it is unlike 
any other you will ever see. 
 
 
 

https://fas.org/
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NORWEGIAN ANTHROPOLOGIST VISITS SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 
SWFAS was honored to have a visit to our March 21st meeting by Cecilie 
Skjerdal, a Norwegian Anthropologist who is visiting Southwest Florida 
this winter. I spoke with Cecilie at the meeting and asked that she 
provide us with additional information about her anthropological work in 
Norway to share with our members. She lives outside of the capital of 
Oslo and has a degree that is between a Masters and a Ph.D from the 
University of Oslo. Cecilie did fieldwork in Spain and has focused on 
minorities. Europe and Norway are experiencing a large influx of 
displaced people and helping them transition into the mainstream of 
Norwegian life, language and culture is the focus of several government 
programs. Currently the largest group of immigrants and refugees to 
Norway come from Somalia, Syria, Iraq, Eritrea and the Philippines.       

 
Cecilie currently works with these minorities and tries to bridge the cultural/language gap to help them make sense out 
of the systems put in place to aid them.  She formerly worked in forming governmental policies for the Norwegian 
national minorities: Mainly the Roma/Romani, Kvens and Forest Finns and reporting the current status to the EU 
Council. She feels that her anthropological training has enabled her to be able to develop the skill of “moving between 
different perspectives”. “One of the most important anthropological skills I have made use of in my work is that of being 
able to communicate well with people with very diverse backgrounds. Knowing how to ‘translate’ complicated political 
messages and policies to people who cannot read or write, and who have a different mother tongue, is quite a task. And 
vice versa, ‘translating’ these peoples’ needs into political measures and academic reports also requires making sure 
that you respect their wishes”. 
 

APRIL SWFAS PRESENTATION 
APRIL 18  THE SCIENCE AND ART OF READING BONES 
Wednesday, 7:00 pm HEATHER WALSH-HANEY, Associate Professor, Florida Gulf Coast University 
   Collier County Museum 3331 Tamiami Trail East, Naples, FL 34112 

Fictitious Forensic Anthropologist Temperance Brennan from the television show, Bones, 
has shaped the public’s perception of how human skeletal remains may contribute to 
solving a case. This presentation discusses the strengths and weaknesses of the latest 
techniques actually used by forensic anthropologists, highlighted through casework from 
the United States, Latin America, the Caribbean, and Oceania. 
 
Dr. Heather Walsh-Haney is an associate professor and program leader for the 
Department of Justice Studies at Florida Gulf Coast University. She received her degrees 
in Anthropology from the University of Florida 
where she trained within the C.A. Pound Human 
Identification Laboratory for over a decade. She is 
the consulting forensic anthropologist for eight 
Florida Medical Examiner Districts and has been 
the principle investigator for over 500 forensic 
anthropology cases. As a member of the 
Department of Health and Human Services Disaster 

Mortuary Response Team (DMORT), she helped locate and/or identify human 
remains from Hurricanes Wilma and Katrina and assisted in the recovery of 
human remains at the World Trade Center following the terrorist attacks of 
September 11, 2001. 
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TO GO TO THE COLLIER COUNTY MUSEUM: 

Take the I-75 toward Naples, then exit at County Hwy-886 exit, EXIT 105, 
toward Naples. Go about 1 mile and turn left onto Livingston Rd/County Hwy-
881. Go 1.4 miles and turn right onto Radio Rd/ County Hwy-856. Then go 1 
mile and turn left onto Airport-Pulling Rd S/County Hwy-31. Go about .5 miles 
and turn left onto Tamiami Trl E/US-41 N. 3331 TAMIAMI TRL E is on the left. It 
is the large government center complex. Follow the signs for the museum to 
the rear of the complex.  
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LOOKING FOR TRAINING IN LOCAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE MONITORING? 
FPAN is offering a training session as a part of their Heritage Monitoring Scout program to check on sites impacted by 
climate change and erosion due to sea level rise. Southwest Florida is vulnerable to both of these processes due to 
archaeological sites located on our low lying coast and hurricanes. Learn how you can help.  
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HISTORY AND CULTURE – EGMONT KEY 
from U.S. Fish & Wildllife Service, Egmont Key at https://www.fws.gov/refuge/egmont_key/visit/history.html  

During the Pleistocene era, the Tampa Bay Refuges 
were part of the mainland of Florida. At the end of 
the last glacial period, ~20,000 years ago, ice began 
to melt rapidly and the sea level rose 
swiftly,separating them from Florida. Artifacts of 
aboriginal/Indian pottery dating back 2,000 years 
have been found on the island. Since there is no 
freshwater source and because travel to the key 
entails crossing open water, it is likely that the key 
was used only periodically by Native Americans for 
hunting,crabbing, and shell fishing. Spanish 

expeditions first sighted the key in the early 1500s. The first recorded contact with the key was in 1757 by Don Francisco 
Maria Celi, a Spanish explorer. Egmont Key was named in 1763, after the second Earl of Egmont, John Perceval, the first 
Lord of the British Admiralty, and a member of the Irish House of Commons. 
 
Historic Landmark 
When mapped by the Geodetic Survey in 1875, Egmont Key was approximately 50 percent larger than it is today. The 
first lighthouse was built in 1848 and was the only lighthouse on the western Gulf Coast of Florida. After hurricanes 
damaged the lighthouse in 1848 and 1852, the lighthouse was moved inland and rebuilt in 1857-58, and remains in 
service today. In the 1850s, Egmont Key was used as a holding area for Seminole Indians as they were being transported 
to Arkansas and Oklahoma. Early in the Civil War, the key saw occupation by Confederate blockade-runners; while later 
in the 1860s, Union forces used Egmont Key to operate their Gulf Coast blockade of the Confederacy. The key was also 
used as a refuge for Union sympathizers and a military prison during the war. 
 
Take a Step BackTake a Step Back in Time 
Construction of Fort Dade began in 1898, with temporary gun batteries built to protect Tampa at the outbreak of the 
Spanish/American War. The Spanish fleet never came, but by 1910 a small town of about 300 residents, brick streets, a 
narrow gauge railroad, an electric generating plant, and 70 buildings existed. At this time, during World War I, Fort Dade 
was used as a training center for National Guard Coast Artillery Units. The Fort was deactivated in the early 1920s, but 
later reactivated and used during World War II as a harbor patrol station and an ammunition storage facility. 
 
Egmont Key became a national wildlife refuge in 1974 and was named to the National Register of Historic Places. In 
1989, the State of Florida established Egmont Key State Park through cooperative agreement with the Service. At the 
present time, the US Coast Guard maintains the lighthouse and owns 55 acres at the north end of the island. The 
lighthouse is believed to be the oldest structure still used for its original purpose in the Tampa Bay area. The historic 
ruins of Fort Dade and Egmont Key State Park are managed by the Florida Park Service in cooperation with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (Service). Also, the Tampa Bay Pilots Association leases a 10 acre tract of land, 5 acres from 
Hillsborough County and 5 acres in two additional tracts from the Service along the east side of the island to conduct its 
business of piloting large ships into and out of Tampa Bay. 
 
Egmont Key NWR, established in 1974, is administered in accordance with the National Wildlife Refuge System 
Administration Act of 1966. The refuge has four basic purposes:  

1. provide nesting, feeding, and resting habitat for brown pelicans, terns, and other colonial nesting waterbirds; 
2. conserve and protect barrier island habitat and preserve historical structures of national significance; 
3. provide habitat and protection for endangered species such as manatees and sea turtles; and 
4. provide wildlife-dependent recreation and environmental education for the public (USFWS Visitor Services 
Review Report, March 2004). 

 
  

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/egmont_key/visit/history.html
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MADE FROM THE SANDS OF FLORIDA 
COPYRIGHT 2017 Society for American Archaeology, Reprinted by permission from The SAA Archaeological Record, 
Volume 18, Number 1. 
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ANCIENT BURIAL SITE FOUND OFF SARASOTA COUNTY BEACH 
by Chad Gillis, cgillis@news-press.com , dated 02-28-2018 

Archaeologists have discovered a 7,000-year-old burial site in the Gulf 
of Mexico after a tip from a recreational diver who found human 
remains at the site in 2016. Called Manasota Key Offshore, the site is 
off of Sarasota County and appears to have been preserved in what 
was at the time a freshwater peat pond. Although other sites in Florida 
predate this one by thousands of years, researchers called this latest 
discovery unprecedented. "Despite thousands and thousands of years 
of hurricanes, storms, erosion and rising sea level, the continental shelf 
can contain deposits with organic material," said Ryan Duggins, with 
the Florida Division of Historic Resources. "I think that's going be the 
ripple effect (in the science community)." 
 
Duggins said he and others always assumed that there weren't any 
preserved sites in the Gulf of Mexico because it has a sandy bottom, 
and sand does not preserve organic material very long. This site, 
however, is made largely of peat soils. "I was always kind of told that a 

site like this wouldn't exist in the Gulf of Mexico, that it wouldn't be able to survive," Duggins said. "Just out of sheer 
luck, a citizen brought this information to our attention and it's been a great experience." The site is about 300 yards off 
Manasota Key and is being patrolled by law enforcement officers and volunteers to make sure no one dives too close to 
it. A recreational diver found human bones at the site in the summer of 2016, and Duggins and his team started diving 
and researching the site soon after. 
 
The site is so well preserved that even wooden stakes found there look as though they were buried recently. 
"It looks like it was almost put there yesterday," Duggins said. "We've recovered sticks that are sharpened on the end, 
they have marks on them and you can see charring, and normally wood is the first thing that goes. It disintegrates."  
The oldest site in Florida found so far is in the Big Bend area and dates back 14,500 years, according to researchers. 
The Manasota site is about three-quarters of an acre in size and was located along the shoreline. The stakes were carved 
7,214 years ago, according to carbon dating.  Sea levels were much lower during that time, and the remains at this site 
were well preserved because they were in a peat-bottom pond. The peat stayed in place while the sea levels rose, 
protecting the artifacts and bones. 
 
A Florida Gulf Coast University professor is in charge of preserving the artifacts that were extracted. "In all of the work 
that I do, I never lose track of the fact that I am handling materials that are of special importance to families and groups, 
especially those of the Miccosukee and Seminole tribes of Florida," said Heather Walsh-Haney, an FGCU forensics 
professor. 
 
Due to the sensitive nature of the site, the exact location is not being released to the public. The location is protected 
under Florida law, and it's illegal to disturb the site or remove anything from it. "As important as the site is 
archaeologically, it is crucial that the site and the people buried there are treated with the utmost sensitivity and 
respect," said Timothy Parsons, director of the state's division of historic resources. "The people buried at the site are 
the ancestors of America's living indigenous people. Sites like this have cultural and religious significance in the present 
day. " Duggins said he'd like to explore other areas near Venice and off Charlotte County to see if this burial site is part of 
a larger ancient community that will offer more clues as to what life was like here 7,000 years ago. "I'm very confident 
that Florida's continental shelf holds a lot more archaeological material that can be found," Duggins said. "I would 
definitely like to have a more concerted effort around Sarasota and Venice. " 
  

Nicole Grinnan measures a section of a 7,000-year-old 
archaeological site found in the Gulf of Mexico.(Photo: Ivor 

Mollema/Florida Department of State) 

mailto:cgillis@news-press.com
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SWFAS OFFICERS FOR THE 2018 CALANDER YEAR 
Officers       Trustees 
President:  John Furey     First of 3-year term: 
First Vice-President: Jim Oswald      Jan Gooding 
Second Vice-President:  Elizabeth Clement     Amanda Townsend 
Secretary: Susan Harrington                   Tiffany Bannworth 
Treasurer:  Charlie Strader    Third of 3-year term: 

  Theresa Schober  
           Mary Southall 
         William Locascio 

 
Find us on Facebook at Southwest Florida Archaeological Society! 

 
Check out our new website at http://swflarchaeology.org/ 

 
 
SWFAS AND FAS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS 
We encourage those interested in Florida archaeology to become members of The Florida Anthropological Society (FAS) 
and The Southwest Florida Archaeological Society (SWFAS). Annual dues are due in January and membership 
applications to both organizations are attached. Membership in the FAS provides you with four annual volumes of The 
Florida Anthropologist and occasional newsletters on anthropological events in Florida in addition to the annual 
statewide meeting. More information on FAS can be found online at: www.fasweb.org . Membership in SWFAS offers 
you a local series of talks on archaeological and anthropological subjects that you can attend. The SWFAS monthly 
newsletter keeps you up to date on local events as well as other important archaeological topics. We urge you to 
support both with your membership. All of the SWFAS Lecture Series are open to the public at no charge.  

http://swflarchaeology.org/
http://www.fasweb.org/
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JOIN US! 

The Southwest Florida Archaeological Society 
                        http://swflarchaeology.org/ 
 

The Southwest Florida Archaeological Society (SWFAS) was founded in 1980 as a not-for profit 
corporation to provide a meeting place for people interested in the area's past.  
 

Our goals are to: 
 

• Learn more of the area's history 

• Create a place for sharing of this information 

• Advocate for preservation of cultural resources 
 

Its members include professional and amateur archaeologists and interested members of the general public. Members come from 
all walks of life and age groups. They share a lively curiosity, a respect for the people who preceded them here, and a feeling of 
responsibility for the conservation of the places and objects they left behind. 
 

The Society holds monthly meetings between October and April, attracting speakers who are in the forefront of archaeological and 
historical research. Occasionally members join in trips to historical and archaeological sites. 
 

A monthly newsletter, Facebook page, and website keep members abreast of our events and happenings.  
 

The organization is a chapter of the Florida Anthropological Society, a statewide organization that publishes quarterly newsletters 
and a journal, The Florida Anthropologist, and holds an annual conference. 

 
I want to help The Southwest Florida Archaeology Society preserve and interpret Florida’s heritage! 
 

Name (please print) _____________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 

City/Town_________________________________ State ___________  ZIP ________________ 

Phone ________________________ Email ___________________________________________ 

Check One: 

Individual ($20) __________   Sustaining Individual ($50) _________   Family ($35) __________     

Student ($5) ___________   Life ($500) _______________      

Donation to Support SWFAS Speakers and Programs _____________________________________ 

Skills, training, interests: ____________________________________________________________ 

I hereby agree to abide by the rules and bylaws of the Southwest Archaeological Society. I further release from any 
and all liability due to accident and injury to myself, dependents and any property owners cooperating with the 
society. 
 
Signature: ______________________________________________Date _______________________ 

Please make your check out to SWFAS and mail to: 

Charlie Strader 
SWFAS Treasurer 
27655 Kent Road 
Bonita Springs, FL 34135                     REV.  12052017 

http://swflarchaeology.org/
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